
AUTHOR GUIDELINES 
The JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS DENTAL SOCIETY accepts manuscripts for publication that are clinical and original research in nature. The JOURNAL 

also publishes articles on non-clinical topics relevant to dentistry, such as practice management, regulations, technology, and perspectives. Articles 
are considered and accepted for publication with the understanding that they have not been previously published and are being submitted solely 
to the JOURNAL.  

MANUSCRIPT 
 Manuscripts should be no longer than 2,500 words.  
 Manuscript should be submitted as a Word document. 
 Article titles should be concise and descriptive; titles that are deemed too long are subject to editing at the Editor’s discretion. 
  Legends for all figures should be included in the Word document. 

REFERENCES 
  References may not exceed 30 in number. They should be recent and from respected sources, and keyed to the text and numbered  
 consecutively in order of appearance. 
  Journal references must include, in the following order: authors’ names, article title, abbreviated journal name, year of publication, volume  
 number, issue number in parentheses, and inclusive page numbers of the article.  
  Book references must give the authors’ names, book title, location and name of publisher, and year of publication. 
 Personal communications (oral or written) should be incorporated into the text.  

GRAPHICS 
  Images and figures must be digital files in either .jpeg or .tiff format and with a minimum resolution of 300 dpi. 
  Charts and graphs should be properly labeled and attached as  separate Illustrator or Photoshop files. They may be reformatted to adhere  
 to the JOURNAL’s design.  
 Tables should be organized and supplement the information provided in the text. They should be numbered in the order of their mention  
 in the text. 

PERMISSIONS AND WAIVERS 
Permissions, waivers, and statements of informed consent must accompany the manuscript when it is submitted for publication. Permission of 
author and publisher must be obtained for the direct use of previously published material (text, photographs, drawings). Waivers must be 
obtained for the publication of photographs showing persons, unless faces are masked to prevent identification. Manuscripts that report or 
describe the results of experimental investigations on human subjects must contain the following statement: “The informed consent of all 
human subjects who participated in the experimental investigation(s) reported or described in this manuscript was obtained after the nature 
of the procedures and possible discomforts and risks had been fully explained.” 

SUBMISSION 
Submit your article via email to Melissa Carman, MDS director of publications, at mcarman@massdental.org. A transmittal letter, naming one 
author as correspondent with his/her address, phone number, and email address, must accompany the manuscript. Conflicts of interest and 
author affiliations must be provided. The Editor reserves the right to edit manuscripts, fit articles within available space, and ensure 
conciseness, clarity, and stylistic consistency. 


